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THE UNIVERSITY OF HONG KONG

Department of Sociology 

CCHU9012 Body, Beauty and Fashion

Common Core Course

Fall Semester 2011
Tutorial Outline
Tutor:
Harly Pang, PhD (in progress), MEd, BSocSc
Email: harly@hku.hk
Office: KKL 1120
Mail Box: No. 8 KKL 11/F
	Tutorial 

Group
	Day
	Time
	Dates
	Venue

	1
	Monday
	1:00-2:55pm
	Sep 19, Oct 3, Nov 7, Nov 21, [Dec 5 (KKL1226)]
	KKL1206

	2
	Monday
	3:00-4:55pm
	Sep 19, Oct 3, Nov 7, Nov 21, [Dec 5 (KKL1226)]
	KKL1206

	3
	Tuesday
	1:00-2:55pm
	Sep 20, Oct 4, [Oct 11 (KKL1226)], Nov 15, Nov 29
	KKL1206

	4
	Tuesday
	3:00-4:55pm
	Sep 20, Oct 4, Oct 11, Nov 15, Nov 29
	KKL1206

	5
	Monday
	1:00-2:55pm
	Sep 26, Oct 10, Nov 14, Nov 28, [Dec 6 (Tues KKL1226)]
	KKL1206

	6
	Monday
	3:00-4:55pm
	Sep 26, Oct 10, Nov 14, Nov 28, [Dec 6 (Tues KKL1226)]
	KKL1206

	7
	Wednesday
	4:00-5:55pm
	Sep 28, Oct 12, Nov 9, Nov 23, [Dec 7 (KKL1226)]
	KKL1206

	8
	Thursday
	5:00-7:00pm
	Sep 29, Oct 13, Nov 10, Nov 24, Dec 1
	KKL1226


Assessment

Coursework 





100%

Reflective Journal 


  

40% 
Fieldwork assignment 




20%

In-class quiz (2)

 



10% (x2)
Tutorial Workshop Presentation



20%
Notes on Tutorials 
Tutorials run over an 11 week period. You are required to attend five 2 hour sessions. The first tutorial session will begin on the third week (Sep 19, 2011). The whole class will be divided into 8 tutorial groups, led by Ms. Harly Pang.
Tutorial attendance is compulsory and mandatory. As this course focuses on active learning, class participation is very important. Mere attendance will not guarantee full marks! 
I. General Tutorial Objectives:

· Tutorials are structured to provide students with the opportunity to engage in lively discussions regarding general issues/topics raised in lectures and the assigned readings. 
· The primary objectives of tutorials are to give students an opportunity to:  
1. Engage in meaningful discourse on how the media and creative arts shape our value system regarding beauty, body image and fashion and how our perceptions vary through history and across societies

2. Develop a framework to critically evaluate beauty conceptions within the context of their everyday lives

3. Investigate the cultural implications of defining beauty, body image and fashion with particular emphasis on Hong Kong standards of these definitions

4. Analyze Hong Kong concepts regarding beauty, body image and fashion and contrast these ideals with other Western and Asian concepts 

II. General Rules:

· Please remain in your tutorial group for all 5 sessions, switching timeslot is NOT encouraged. Only students under extreme circumstances such as medical leave (providing doctor’s note) may be given permission to attend a makeup tutorial. Please notify your tutor in advance in class or via email if you need to switch to another timeslot. 
· Students are required to attend ALL tutorial sessions.
· All students are expected to participate during each tutorial session. 
· Please turn off mobile phones during tutorial (no text messaging, BBM or WassApp, etc. in class).
· Laptops are accessed only during appropriate times in class e.g. taking notes, research (no Facebook, Twitter, QQ, etc. in class)
· Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and at HKU, it is a disciplinary offence. Any student who commits the offence will be subjected to disciplinary action.  Academic dishonesty includes: (1) cheating, (2) fabricating information, (3) knowingly assisting other students to violate any provision of the Code of Academic Integrity and (4) plagiarism. Please refer to the University handbook outlining what constitutes plagiarism and how to avoid it. 
· Do no hesitate to contact your tutor if problems arise during the semester. By working together, we can maximize the learning benefits of this course! 
III. Explanation of Coursework:
This course is based on 100% coursework. Below is an explanation of each portion of the required workload for this class: 
Reflective Journal 40%
Students are required to submit a reflective journal at end of the semester. The target length for the journal assignment is 16-20 pages. For each of the 11 lectures, there is a corresponding discussion question students are required to answer listed in the Course Outline. Students must answer the questions for Week 1 and the Final Question (listed at the end of this course outline). They may then choose to answer three questions from Week 2-6 and three questions from Weeks 7-11. The total number of entries for your journal then will be eight. The purpose of the journal is to provide students an opportunity to explore more deeply the various theories and concepts discussed in lecture, reading assignments and tutorial and apply these ideas to their everyday experiences. In this assignment, students are expected to differentiate and integrate the key theories, concepts and issues relating to body, beauty, fashion and, gender.  The due date for the journal assignment is Friday, December 2, 2011. Journals must be submitted to the main office, Sociology Department, 12/F KK Leung no later than 5:00pm and a soft copy via turnitin. 

Fieldwork Assignment 20%

Through this fieldwork assignment, students are afforded the opportunity to develop and expand critical analytical skills and apply various theories and concepts covered in class. For the assignment, students are required to submit a 2-3 page summary/critique assessing the various ways in which gendered standards of beauty can limit our understanding of the male and female experience. Choose ONE of the following to do:

a) Conduct observational work on dress and cultural norms. Locate a suitable place where young people tend to go (café, shopping mall, HKU, etc.) Choose a site where you can sit and observe and record. Set a time limit (one hour or so), and document the types of clothing worn by males and females. In doing so, look for patterns. That is, do young people tend to follow a dominant or popular dress norm? What are the dress norms in particular settings? Did you see any instances when people differed from the norm? What was the reaction of others? Why do people follow a dress code?

b) Interview friends or family members (males and females) and ask them to define beauty. Analyze your findings to determine how beauty is socially constructed. Is there a gender difference among the males and females you interviewed in terms of how beauty is defined? 

c) Review advertisements and reflect on your own experiences. Do these advertisements limit or expand your definition of beauty? What are some of the positive and negative messages conveyed in these ads? If given the opportunity, would you change any element of the ad? Why or why not?

The due date for the journal assignment is Wednesday October 26, 2011. Fieldwork assignment must be submitted to the main office, Sociology Department, 12/F KK Leung no later than 5:00pm and a soft copy via turnitin. 
Submission Details
For all written assignments, please submit a hard copy to the main office, Sociology Department 12/F KK Leung AND a soft copy via turnitin AND no later than 5:00pm. 
Turnitin instructions: Please go to website: http://turnitin.com/login_page.asp
1. Click on ‘Sign up for Turnitin’ on the bottom right of the page

2. Click on ‘Student’ under ‘Create a New Account’ 

3. Click on ‘Enroll in a class’

4. Input class/section ID: 4301075 and class enrolment password: BBF2011

5. Follow the instructions to submit your paper 

Points will be deducted each day the assignment is late. Each journal assignment must include a signed Assignment Cover Sheet which can be downloaded from our course website under the Tutorial tab.  
 Tutorial Workshop Presentation (+ attendance) 20%

Tutorial attendance is mandatory. Simply attending tutorials without participating in the group discussion is insufficient. Success in tutorial is significantly impacted by your familiarity with information prior to each tutorial and students are expected to be sufficiently prepared. The workshop presentation requires students to work in groups (3-4 students each) and prepare a 15 minute presentation that summarizes a major theme or message learned in this course (Due: Last day of tutorials). In this assignment, students are expected to demonstrate a keen understanding of the interconnectedness of the world by critically evaluating how gendered standards of beauty give us a common language for defining and examining beauty and how this common language can also limit our understanding of the male and female experience. Students are given some choice in terms of how they would like to structure their presentation and are encouraged to be as creative as possible:

1. Video: Create a video or short movie aimed at conveying a central theme of the course.
2. Newspaper: Print a newspaper and write news articles centered around one main theme of the course.
3. 3D model/representation: Create a 3D representation inspired by one of the topics covered in class/tutorial.
4. Role-playing/drama: Present a mini-play/drama, with students acting out a story based on one of the key issues raised in class/tutorial.

Two In-class Quizzes 20%

There are two in-class quizzes (Nov 2, 2011 and Nov 30, 2011) to assess students learning regarding the various theories and concepts covered in lecture. These quizzes will be in essay format.

Tutorial Outline

	Week
	                                                        Run down

	Week 1


	Discuss:

· Meet your tutor

· Review course/tutorial requirements 

· Students need to form the groups (3-4 students in each group) for the final presentations scheduled for the last week of tutorial 

Exercise:

Break into groups of 3-4 and define what “body, beauty and fashion” means to you. Is there any interconnectedness among these definitions? What are the commonalities/differences of these definitions? What role does gender play when defining beauty?

	Week 2


	Discuss:

· Review key issues relating to body-image and gender. 

· Review/clarify lecture material.
Exercise:

Join your assigned group. Identify and outline the topic you will use for your final presentation.

	Week 3


	Discuss:
· Review key issues relating to beauty.

· Explore the role gender plays in establishing beauty norms. 

· Review/clarify lecture material.
Exercise: 

Meet with your assigned group. Identify and develop the medium you will use for your in-class presentation.

	Week 4


	Discuss:

· Review key issues relating to fashion.

· Explore the “dark side” of the fashion industry and technological influences  

· Review/clarify lecture material.
Exercise: 

Meet with your assigned group. Prepare the final elements of your in-class presentation. 

	Week 5


	In-class presentations due. Each group will be required to present a 15 minute presentation relating to any of the key topics and issues raised in lectures and tutorials.
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